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conflict with the Orient and with the rest of Europe;
the victory should be gained by the Greco-Slavs, led by
Russia, and should establish the definite triumph of its
civilization over that of the Germano-Roman peoples.
Danilevsky's book did much to create in Russia a
bellicose state of mind which eventually led to the
declaration of war against Turkey. In this respect
it may be compared to Houston Stewart Chamberlain's
" The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century/' which
played a similar part later in Germany, when, having
become the vade mecum of the Kaiser, it helped to
stimulate the dominating appetite of the Germans
and to urge them on to the assault against their peace-
able neighbours. Is it not curious that, within a quarter
of a century, two books, only noticed at first by a small
number of readers, should have had afterwards such a
tremendous effect upon the public at large and upon
the course of history ? And is it not a proof that the
destinies of nations are ruled by ideas and by abstract
and psychological factors rather than by purely material
considerations ?
Slavophilism, in spite of its national and religious
creed, was at first regarded with mistrust by the Russian
Government and suspected of demagogic tendencies.
After being confined to Moscow and subjected to the
annoyances of the police, the Slavophiles, thanks to the
current of feeling started by the events in the Balkans,
gained little by little a footing in St. Petersburg and
even at the Court of Alexander IL, where they found a
powerful protectress in the person of Countess Bloudoff,
Lady of Honour to the Empress, possessing great influence
the high society of the capital and enjoying special
with, the Imperial family. The salon of this
was thrown open to the propaganda for the